
 
Mayor’s Proclamation  

Declaring the Second Monday in October as Indigenous Peoples’ Day 
In Esselen and Ohlone/Costanoan Traditional Territories 

 
WHEREAS the City of Pacific Grove recognizes that it was founded and is built upon the 
traditional homelands and villages first inhabited by the Indigenous Peoples of this region – 
the Esselen and Ohlone/Costanoan, their ancestors and allies – and honors these members of 
the community, both past and present; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Esselen people have been indigenous to the Greater Monterey County area 
for more than 12,000 years, and from their known ancestral tribal villages from the coast and 
inland, the Esselen people hunted, traded, and lived peacefully together, and are known today 
as the Ohlone/Costanoan-Esselen Nation; and 
 
WHEREAS, since the arrival of Europeans, California Indians have suffered and been subject 
to discrimination; and  
 
WHEREAS, the City of Pacific Grove is dedicated to treating all people equally and fairly 
irrespective of race and ethnicity including Indigenous People; and  
 
WHEREAS, the City of Pacific Grove values the progress our society has accomplished 
through Indigenous Peoples’ knowledge, technology, thought, science, philosophy, and 
artistic contributions. The City of Pacific Grove also recognizes the deep historic, cultural, 
and contemporary significance of the Indigenous Peoples of the lands; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Pacific Grove understands that government entities, organizations 
and other public institutions should embrace policies and practices to reflect the experiences 
of Indigenous people and uplift our country’s Indigenous roots, history, and contributions; 
and 
 
WHEREAS, the idea of Indigenous Peoples’ Day was first proposed in 1977 by a delegation 
of Native nations to the United Nations-sponsored International Conference on 
Discrimination Against Indigenous Populations in the Americas. 

 
NOW THEREFORE, I, Bill Peake, Mayor of the City of Pacific Grove, do hereby declare 
Indigenous Peoples’ Day on the second Monday in October to recognize and celebrate the 
thriving culture and value that Esselen, Ohlone/Costanoan and other Indigenous Peoples add 
to our city. 

 
___________________ 
Bill Peake, Mayor 


